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Joint Statement by Parliamentarians of Japan and the Republic of Korea on 

Denuclearization of Northeast Asia 

 

 The world now faces a critical juncture on the issue of nuclear weapons. On one hand, efforts 

are being made to resume the Six-Party Talks in order to achieve the denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula and the establishment of a regional peace regime in Northeast Asia. On the other hand, 

efforts towards “a world free of nuclear weapons” are gaining support worldwide, under the 

leadership manifested in the address by U.S. President Barack Obama in Prague in April 2009 and 

the five point proposal, including a call for negotiations for a Nuclear Weapons Convention, 

pronounced by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon at the U.N. Headquarters in October 2008. 

 

 The denuclearization of Northeast Asia, where conflicts among states with and without nuclear 

weapons have long continued, is a test case for global efforts to achieve a world free of nuclear 

weapons. The history of Northeast Asia is paradoxical in that it is the sole region of the world to 

have suffered from the atrocity of nuclear warfare, while on the other hand, states in the region have 

continued to choose to rely on nuclear deterrence for their security. 

 

 Security based on nuclear deterrence will not bring real peace to the region. Rather, it will 

perpetuate insecurity rooted in arms races of distrust and never-ending confrontation. In order to 

liquidate the legacy of the Cold War and build peace in the region based on mutual trust, we, 

parliamentarians of Japan and the ROK, have agreed as follows: 

 

1. We recognize the importance of solidarity and cooperation between Japan and the ROK in 

achieving the denuclearization of Northeast Asia, in which Japan, the ROK and the DPRK commit 

themselves not to possessing nuclear weapons, and the neighbor countries possessing nuclear 

weapons commit not to using or threatening to use such weapons against Japan the ROK and the 

DPRK, while striving for their own nuclear disarmament. Efforts by the Governments of Japan and 

the ROK, along with parliamentarians, local authorities, peace-loving citizens and NGOs in both 

countries, are critical to achieving this end.  

 

2. We urge the Governments of Japan and the ROK to accelerate the normalization of relations with 

the DPRK through active dialogue and to seek solutions to the nuclear issues involving the DPRK 

through its return to the Six-Party Talks, as well as through credible measures taken by all the 

relevant countries to support its return. 

 

3. We urge the Governments of Japan and the ROK to pledge and give support for medical care and 

compensation to the atomic bomb survivors including those from the DPRK and ROK and to 
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second generation survivors, and to establish concrete systems for this as needed. The two 

governments should also raise public awareness regarding the importance of abolishing nuclear 

weapons by making the tragedy caused by the atomic bombing widely known, and should provide 

education based on the lessons learned from these experiences. 

 

4. We recognize that a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapons-free Zone initiative will be effective for 

achieving the denuclearization of the region. We urge governments in the region, in particular those 

of Japan and the ROK, to fully discuss this proposal. We would also like to see various actors make 

continued efforts to gain international support. Especially, we call on the Governments of Japan and 

the ROK to advocate the establishment of a Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-free Zone in the 

international fora, including the NPT Review Conference and the U.N. General Assembly. 

 

5. We declare our unconditional support for efforts toward “a world free of nuclear weapons” laid 

out in the above-mentioned speeches by President Barack Obama and U.N. Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-Moon, believing that such efforts have opened a window of opportunity for achieving the 

denuclearization of Northeast Asia. We pledge to continue our cooperative efforts toward the 

denuclearization of Northeast Asia by grasping all available opportunities. We also appreciate 

international support and advice for our efforts while valuing lessons of existing NWFZs. 

 

May 2010 

 

 

Signed by (as of July 2011): 

ROK Parliamentarians 

CHO Seung Soo    CHOI Younghee  KANG Gijung    KWON Young-Ghil  

LEE Mikyung    PARK Eun Soo  SHIN Nakyun 

 

Japanese Parliamentarians 

ABE Tomoko               AIHARA Kumiko           AMIYA Shinsuke      ARAKI Kiyohiro 

CHUGO Atsushi    DOI Ryuichi            DOKYU Seiichiro           FUJISUE Kenzo 

FUJITA Kazue              FUJITA Yukihisa            FUJITANI Koushin           FUKUDA Eriko 

FUKUSHIMA Nobuyuki     HACHIRO Yoshio           HATA Tsutomu           HATSUSHIKA Akihiro 

HATTORI Ryoichi     HIRAOKA Hideo            HIRAYAMA Tairo      ICHIKAWA Yasuo 

IGARASHI Fumihiko   INAMI Tetsuo       INATOMI Shuji          INOUE Satoshi 

ISHIDA Mitsuji     ISHIDA Yoshihiro   ISHIGE Eiko           ISHII Toshiro 

ITOKAZU Keiko     IZUMI Kenta            KAGAYA Ken           KAKIZAWA Mito 

KAMIMOTO Mieko     KATO Gaku            KAWADA Ryuhei           KAWAGOE Takahiro 
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KAWAGUCHI Yoriko     KAWASHIMA Tomotaro   KIUCHI Minoru           KOMURO Hisaaki 

KONDO Shoichi     KONNO Azuma             KONO Taro                KOORI Kazuko 

KOYAMA Nobuhiro         KUSHIBUCHI Mari   MAKIYAMA Hiroe           MATSUMOTO Daisuke 

MATSUMOTO Ryu          MATSUNO Nobuo   MIMURA Kazuya           MIYAJIMA Daisuke 

MIZUNO Tomohiko         MORIYAMA Hiroyuki   MUROI Kunihiko           NAKAGAWA Masaharu 

NAKANO Kansei           OGAWA Toshio            OHKAWARA Masako OKUBO Tsutomu 

OKUMURA Tenzo          OKUNO Soichiro            ONISHI Kensuke           ONISHI Takanori 

SAITO Tsuyoshi            SAKAGUCHI Naoto   SHIBAHASHI Masanao SHIGENO Yasumasa 

SHINOHARA Takashi       SORAMOTO Seiki   SUGIMOTO Kazumi SUTO Nobuhiko 

TAKAKI Yoshiaki           TAKAMURA Tsutomu   TAKANO Mamoru           TAKEUCHI Norio 

TAKI Makoto              TAMAKI Kimiyoshi   TEZUKA Yoshio           UBUKATA Yukio 

WADA Takashi             YAMAGUCHI Kazuyuki   YAMAZAKI Maya           YATAGAWA Hajime 

YOSHIDA Tsunehiko        ZUKERAN Chobin 

 

 

Contact: PNND Japan, Tetsuo Inami Office, RM 524, Shugiin-Daini-Giinkaikan 

      2-1-2 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-8982 Japan 

      tel: +81-3-3508-7623, fax: +81-3-3508-3253 

PNND Korea, Lee Mikyung Office, #630 National Assembly Bldg 

      1 Yeouido-dong, Yeongdeungpo-gu, Seoul, ROK 

      tel: +82-2-788-2619, fax: +82-2-788-3630 


